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“And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away 
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” —ActTs xx: 16. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


FROM PAGE 503.] 
WE have . the word of God to a seed. We can also oompare 
wrong -doing to a seed. The seeds of wrong-doing are sown in the human 
heart. If there is not care taken to uproot these seeds, they also will 
grow; and if permitted to go on unchecked, if nourished and cherished, 
they will increase and become strong, and they will bring forth fruit also 
—the fruit of evil. My brethren and sisters, how shall we prevent the 
growth of this evil seed? How shall we cherish the growth of this good 
seed? I have spoken to you about prayer. Prayer, coupled with repent- 
ance, is one of the means of doing this. God extends His arms of mercy 
and loving kindness to all His children, and beseeches them to turn to 
Him and repent of their sins. Our sins may be as scarlet, but if we will 
repent of them He will make them white as wool. No matter what our 
sins may be; save the unpardonable sin, if we will repent of them with all 
our hearts and confess them in humility before God, and make atonement 
for them to the extent of our ability, He will forgive them. Be comforted, 
then, all ye penitent sinners! Be comforted, all ye people; for there is 
none of us but has committed sin. We are all offenders in the sight of 
God’s exalted purity. There is no human being that treads the earth that 
is not a sinner. One therefore cannot reproach the other. Not one of us 
can look upon his brother, and say, “He is a sinner, and Iam not.” The 
man that looks upon his brother as a sinner and himself as without sin, is 
self-righteous, and he may know that that feeling is not of God. We can 
then be comforted in the reflection that if we will confess our sins and 
repent of them, He will forgive them. If we will pray unto God con- 
tinually to show unto us our weaknesses and shortcomings by the light of: 
His Holy Spirit, we then may hope that we will be able to persevere until 
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the end of our lives. I can say for the encouragement of all who are 
struggling that God is very, very merciful. He is willing to forgive all 
who come unto Him in humility. All who will ask Him for light, He will 
give light. All who ask Him for strength, He will give strength. All 
who ask Him for peace, He will give peace. All who ask Him for joy and 
happiness of soul, to them He will give these blessings. None will go 
away unsatisfied. This is the way to preserve ourselves in the truth, so 
that we can walk without deviation in the straight and narrow path that 
leadeth unto God. The humblest can do it. The most ignorant can do it. 
The child can do it. It is not for the wise alone. 1m is not alone for those 
who have experience. It is not alone for those who have talent. Every 
soul can do it, no matter how unlearned or how weak that soul may be. 
And unless we do this, my brethren and sisters, there is no guarantee for 
any man in this Church, no matter how great his office may be, that he 
will be faithful to the end unless he keeps the commandments of God, 80 
that God will be with him. I believe, however, there are men that have 
obtained such faith with God that He would not allow them to go astray ; 
He would take their lives from the earth before He would suffer it. As 
our beloved President has often said to us himself, the Lord would not 
permit him to do anything that would lead this people wrong. I believe 
that with all my heart. I suppose there are thousands of the Latter-day 
Saints whose constant prayer unto the Lord is that their lives may be 
taken from the earth rather than that they should be unfaithful to the 
covenants which they have made with God. I believe that in every faith- 
ful soul that feeling exists. The Latter-day Saints never want to lose 
their testimony concerning this Gospel; they never want to get into the 
dark ; they would rather die than lose their faith and the promises which 
God has made unto them. But it is far better for us to live. God does 
not want us to die until we have filled our missions. He does not want to 
take us away to prevent us from apostatizing. Better to stay here and 
battle with sin, and show our integrity and faithfulness to the very last 
moment of our existence, than have to be taken off to save us. Of course, 
this is far better than to live and deny the faith; but the best thing is to 
live and keep the commandments of God, enjoying the fellowship and 
communion of the Holy Ghost all our days. This is the better course for 
us to take, and by our faithfulness set an example to our children and to 
everybody else; for example is far better than precept. It is men’s lives 
that have the greatest effect upon those who surround them. Every man 
and women in this church should be a good example, so that those that 
come in contact with them will feel better because of it; they will feel 
purified by their example and by their words; they will feel strengthened 
in their faith by seeing their good works. And this will bring true happi- 
ness to all—such happiness that they cannot experience in any other way. 

The words of Alma were written some ninety years before the birth of 
the Savior, but they are true and applicable to-day. Men wonder how it 
is that we know the Book of Mormon is true. Why, the evidence is within 
itself. When Alma tells these things, he tells us that which we know our- 
selves; and we know that no human being could tell it unless he had had 
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* We have proved it ourselves, and we ‘that it is true. 
So it is with other teachings in the Book of Mormon. e know by our 
personal experience that they are true. In addition to this, we know by 
the testimony of the Spirit of God that this is a true work, and that it 
came from God. But who could write these words that I have read in 
your hearing unless he had experience in the things of God. We know 
that they are true. I will warrant you that there is not a soul in this 
house, who has been faithful to the truth, that cannot bear testimony that 
these words which Alma speaks concerning the word of God and the 
results that follow its reception are true. They have proved them to be 
true in their own experience. We ourselves are living witnesses of their 
truth. Thus it is that the testimony of men in all ages is alike. The 
Spirit of God produced that effect in the days of Adam, Abel and Seth, and 
the righteous descendants of Adam had that experience. Abraham and 
Moses afterwards had it, as did Elijah and Elisha and the other prophets 
It was the same in the days of the Savior. It is the concurrent testimony 
of the righteous ren an en ages. They all testify to the same grand 
If there are any in this 0 who are members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and who have been guilty of any sin, 
let me exhort you this afternoon, as you love your soul, and as you desire 
the favor and the salvation of God, repent of your sins. Every one of us 
should do this, not only to-day, but every day. This is the voice of God to us. 
Repent of ydur sins, ye Latter-day Saints. Turn away from your iniqui- 
ties. Put everything that is sinful far from you. Behumble. Do not set 
up your own will, but be governed by the will of God. Examine your- 
selves in the light of the Spirit of God. Go unto Him in your secret 
places. Call upon Him fervently and mightily, in the name of Jesus, to 
give you His Holy Spirit, that you may see yourselves in the light thereof; 
and that seeing yourselves, you may repent of that which is offensive in 
His sight. Let no seed of bitterness, no seed of wrong doing, no seed of 
evil lodge in your hearts and germinate there to bring forth a crop of 
bitter fruit, resulting in destruction. This is the course for every one to 
take, and I testify to you, as a servant of God, that if you will humble 
yourselves in this manner, God will pour out His Holy Spirit upon you in 
power. Your souls will be cleansed by that power. You will be sanctified 
and renovated and made anew, as it were, and you will feel the power of 
God, and can testify concerning it, and then you will feel as though you 
could forgive the whole world. If any of your brethren and sisters have 
wronged you, you will feel to forgive them with all your heart. For I tell 
you when men and women get the Spirit of God on them, if they have 
done wrong to a brother, they will repent of it. If any have offended me 
in any manner, all I ask is that God will pour out His Holy Spirit upon 
them. That is all the revenge I want. For I know that if God will pour 
out His Spirit upon them, if they have done me wrong they will see it 
and if I have done wrong, I will see it, and I will feel to make that wrong 
right, Therefore, we are commanded to pray for our enemies and those 
that despitefully use us. Why? Because if we pray for them, and they 
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get the Spirit of God, they will repent of the wrong they have done and 
make it right. We should cherish love for the human family; for God is 
love. He isa loving Father, and we should love, and not hate. Hatred is 
antagonistic to the Spirit of God, and it cannot reign in the heart where 
the Spirit of God is. It is love that will conquer, it is love that will win. 
It is by love that God draws His children to Him, and it is by love that we 
will draw people to us; not by hatred and not by seeking to retaliate. If 
you feel prompted to retaliate, or as men say, “get even,” you may know 
that that spirit is not of God; that feeling is not one of nee Siete ee the 
Spirit of God. 

We are engaged in the greatest work that has ever been upon — earth. 
God has chosen the Latter-day Saints to lay the foundation of a work that 
will stand forever. For one thousand years there will be uninterrupted 
peace on this fair earth of ours. Satan will be bound, and will not have 
power to tempt. There will be such a righteous people that they will not 
listen to his temptations. The Latter-day Saints are the people whom 
God has chosen to do this work, if they will. If they will not do it, He 
will raise up those who will; for this work cannot stand still. It may be 
that many of this people will be like the children of Isrsel whom God led 
out of Egypt. He designed; if they had been willing, to have led them 
into the promised land. He did everything that He could for them. He 
manifested His power; He led them with a cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night; He fed them with angels’ food from heaven, as the Psalmist 
calls it; He brought them water from a flinty rock; He wrought many 
miracles in their behalf. Yet it is asad thing to say that out of the multi- 
tude of the Israelites who left Egypt, only two of them over twenty years 
of age lived to enter the promised land. The carcasses of the people laid in 
the wilderness, because they were hard in their hearts, and they provoked 
the Lord, and He swore in His wrath that they should not enter into that 
land. He took away the Holy Melchisedek Priesthood from them, and 
gave them the Aaronic Priesthood, and the law of carnal commandments, 
which should be as a school-master to bring them to Christ. So hard in 
their hearts were they that when they were bitten by the fiery serpents, 
they perished because they would not take the trouble or did not have the 
faith to look upon the brazen serpent which Moses had made at the com- 
mand of God. The Savior, in alluding to this, said that He should be 
lifted up even as Moses lifted up the brazen serpent in the ane snd 
those who looked to Him should receive salvation. | 

Now, my brethren and sisters, we may not be so hard in our Aan us 
they were, but we are in a somewhat similar oondition. We are in a state of 
probation and of trial. God has assigned us a great work, if we will take 
hold of it. It should be the desire of every man in this Church to so live 
that the promises of God will be sure to him; that God will spare his seed, 
so that in every generation as long as time shall last, he will have faithful 
men of his descent bearing the Priesthood, to stand up before God and to 
serve Him. “Oh! that my posterity may live and be faithful to the truth, 
so that when wickedness and all who do wickedly shall be swept from the 
_ faceof the earth, they will remain numbered among the peopleof God!“ This 
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should be the feeling of every Latter-day Saint. And how shall they remain? 
Only by keeping the commandments of God ourselves and teaching them 
to do so. Every man should feel that there is a great responsibility rest- 
ing upon him to set a proper example before his family, and every woman 
should feel the same, that their children may copy after them, and with 
profit, so that it shall not be said that through our unfaithfulness our 
children have gone astray and done that which is wrong. Some of them 
perhaps will go astray anyway, do the best we can; but there will be no 
responsibility attaching to us if we do our duty; we will at least have our 
garments clear of their blood and the blood of all other men. Therefore, 
in all our dealings, my brethren and sisters, let us remember who we are; 
let us remember what God has promised unto us, and what He has chosen 
us to do. He has chosen us to be kings and priests, and to hold great 
dignity and power in the eternal worlds, and we should live worthy 
of it. We should bear testimony unto our Father by our lives that 
we have not received these blessings in vain; that we shall not be 
cut off as the children of Israel were without seeing the fulfillment 
of the promises of God, but that we may live out our days, and our 
children after us, to behold the goodness of God and the going forth of 
His mighty power in the earth. For His power will be more and more 
manifest, and wickedness will be swept from the face of the earth. The 
day is approaching when this will be the case, and when all who practice 
wickedness will share the dreadful fate of which the Lord has spoken. 
God grant, my brethren and sisters, that we may be faithful, that we may 
keep the commandments of God, and cherish His word in our hearts until 
it grows and fills us from the crown of our heads to the soles of our feet, 
that we will be full of light and intelligence, and full of the testimony of 
Jesus, and that eventually we may be saved and received by our Lord in His 
presence, and be counted worthy to sit down with Him and with the 
righteous of all ages who have gone before, in the kingdom of our Father 
and God, rer nae Jesus for all of us. Amen. 
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_ BY BALLOON TO THE NORTH POLE. 


Mr. some time ago conceived the idea of 
going to the North Pole in a balloon. Early last June he proceeded to 
Spitzbergen, in the far north, where he was located when last heard from, 
and was then preparing for flight. His intention is to take advantage of 
a favorable wind and pass over the Pole sometime during the present 
summer. A correspondent to the Dai News gives the following account 
of an interview with Mr. Andrée, and a description of his balloon: 

We left Advent Bay late in the evening in the small steamer . 
which we had towed behind us from Hammerfest, and were soon out of 
sight of the tents of the Conway and Swedish Expeditions, who have their 
headquarters at Advent Bay. Next day, we sighted the masts of a steamer, 
which proved to be Andrée’s ship, the Virgo. We had not expected to 
find him at Pike’s House, but on Amsterdam Island; however, when he 
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arrived on Saturday, June 20,1896, he found no: 


‘attatched to the inflated balloon. To release the balloon a V-shaped o 


ments come from Germany, the balloon from France, and the wings from | 
Amerioa. When the house is boarded and, if very bad weather, u tarpaulin 


for his balloon house, so decided to stay here. Sai qua 
Soon after our arrival, we went He recetyer 
us most kindly; . i indeed, nothing could exceed his kindness d ri 


stay here. It was a cheery sight watching him give out the letters, 


chaffing each man as he did so. No man could be more popular than this 
tall; well-built Swede, with his cheery smile and ever-ready joke. His 
perfect faith in the success of his expedition almost convinces one of its 
success. Certainly his men seem sure of it. They are all volunteers with 
the exception of the Virgo's sailors and two carpentgrs who helped to put 
up the balloon house in Sweden. Men, too, of every walk of life. There 
are nine sea captains, several pilots, some engineers, a lawyer, and a 
country gentleman among their number.. M. Andrée kindly offered us 
berths in Pike’s House, an offer we gladly accepted after the disco ofort of 
the steamer... M. Andrée has beam moet kind in explaining. to us all his 


preparation lon” 


feet high, sheltered from the north by a mountain, and placed on rising 
ground some sixteen feet above the gas machines to enable the gas to fill 
the balloon quicker. At present there is scarcely more than the skeleton 
of the balloon-house, but it is rapidly being boarded with bine; with 
windows of wire-wove transparent gauze at intervals. On . one side i isa 
small shed to enable the car to be hung up from a ring, just as it will be from 

the balloon, so that it can be fully stored and then weighed, before —— 


ing will be cut in the shed, and so arranged that directly the word is 
the whole-piece can be pulled out and the balloon will start. This 
out of the V-shaped piece is the only thing 
Everything else has been fully teste. N 

Below the house lies the balloon, but still weal: ap: 


18 the manufacturer, has given me a piece of it. of'three- 
fold silk with guttapercha, exceedingly strong. The netting is of the best 


Italian hemp, Indeed, there is. goaroely a country that t has not furnished 
something for the expedition. England has sent the compressed steel 
carboys for the sulphuric acid and some of the instruments; other instru- 


roof put on it, the balloon will be laid down on a floor covered deep iu felt, 
and:in three days from then—that is, 
Andrée hopes to have it fully inflated: pw shite Fi 

We next inspected the car. It feet 
dup basket work and covered with canvas. The lower half of ãt is 


‘fitted. with baskets for stores of all sorts, and on these there is ond bed the 
plan being for two of the three always to be on deck, while tha third turns 
in below for his two hours off duty. A second bed can be made'upshonld 
the weather prove very fine. The car has two small windows looking for- 
ward, for I should M. able: 
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attached to it by brass pillars. on ball bearings, to ensure a horizontal 4 
position, is a ring, to which the cameras and instrument re fastened on 


should may part and. cause no accident. ‘Agni, 
three of them, should one part, the balloon, freed of the rope’s weight, does 
not rise to such a height as it naturally would, but lifts a corresponding 


weight of the other two | ropes.:; There is, too, a second weak place, some 


fifty yards higher up, where the rope is freed by a swivel worked from the 
balloon. ‘The ropes are now being coated with vasaline, to enable them to 


bear friction better... Yesterday, the vaseline boiled over, and a blase 
— fora few minutes, butduckily the rope was not in the pot, and no 
" The balloon. house is well sheltered by mountains on the south, so:much 
80 that it is hard to determine what the true wind is. Andrée intends to 
overcome, this difficulty by sending up several pilot balloons, (Over forty · ot 
which he has,) and watching how they steer between the islands to the 
north. As be only intends. to float some 600 feet up, the steering out 
: However, he is confident of being able 
r aide of the wind, and if so he can easily do it. 
few days has been wet and cold—the worst 
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53,000,000, claima only seventy-sight centenarians, 


Germang, with popalation 
France, ; 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 1896. 


4 WORK FOR THE SAINTS. 


Tue Saints in the various branches throughout the mission nile it e 
their power to do considerable missionary work among their friends and 
acquaintances, and thus aid the traveling Elder in his labor. There are a 
number of them who are very active in getting their friends interested in 
the Gospel. They converse with them and invite them to the meetings, 
and arrange to have them meet the Elders, get acquainted with them and 
hear their testimony. In this way the local Saints are en to do much 
toward spreading the message of truth. Je 

We would kindly invite others who have not bes 80 ative in this labor 
to take up the work and use their efforts in this line. To save ‘the. souls 
of men is the noblest undertaking in which people can | engage; ; 4 the 
greatest rewards are promised those who do so. : 

The Elders when they reach their fields of labor are entire er to 
the people, and they cannot expect even those who regard with favor the 
doctrines they teach to receive them without some hesitation and mistrust. 
Prudent people are naturally cautious in their movements and slow to 
accept the best of propositions from strangers. Where the Elders are 
introduced to the people by those who are mutually acquainted they are 
enabled to get along more readily and labor with greater satisfaction. 
Then the good example set by the Saints in the lives they live 1 a 

| recommendation of great value. When people see the fruits of the Gospel 

as shown in the conduct of those who embrace it, and when they see that 

8 fruits are good, they will be led to investigate. They will discover 

that there is a power connected with the Gospel, and that it is not merely 
a dead form. 

We have eee heard it remarked that 8 hom hem. led to 
inquire about the Gospel through noticing the effect it had upon others of 
their acquaintance. Having observed that the Gospel had wrought such 
a change for the better in those who embraced it, they concluded it must 
have had some wonderful power accompanying it. And this is very true. 
If the Saints will earnestly strive to observe the requirements of the 
Gospel they will become better men and women in every respect. They 
will be more healthy, happy and prosperous, temporally and spirituallz 

Then by keeping active in their labors for the spread of truth they will be 
more mindful.of their obligations and covenants. A person learns: while 

ight. 
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These Sainte, trusting that they will 
earnestly consider them, and that they will renew their diligence in striv- 
ing by all means in their power to spread the Gospel. Much good can be 
done by simple means. Regular attendance at meetings is of itself a great 
assistance and encouragement to the Elders; and if, in connection with 
their regular attendance, the Saints will make it their aim to bring .along 
as often as possible some of their friends they will be doing very com- 
mendable missionary work. A spirit of enthusiasm is necessary to the 
performance of successful missionary labor; and every Latter-day Saint 
should consider himself a missionary, and, having been warned himself, 
should feel it a sre ta warn his 3 as the Lord has instructed His 
people to do. | E. F. P. 


THE which left at 9 p. m., on July 23 1896, 
reached New York at 4:35 a.m.,on August 3, making the trip in a little 
over ten days. This was ‘the venus on . President Anthon H. Lund 
took passage for home. ty 


Lexps Conrrrence Noricz.—The Leeds will be held in the 
Mechanics’ Institute, Bridge Street, Bradford, on Sunday, August 23, 1896. 
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OHELTENHAM CONFERENCE. 


| b 
Tur of Saints * 18 
Regent Street, Cheltenham, Sunday, August 2, 1896. mh were held 
at 10:30 m., and at 2.50 and at 6:30pm. 

There were present, President Rulon S. Wells, — his first Onde 
Joa W. McMurrin, of the European Mission; J. H. Walker, F. B. Goold 
and Herbert Horsley, Traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference; 
John A. Hunt, Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference; W. C. 
Burgon, Elders in the Cheltenham 
Conference. 
©. Burges, 
William: Howell, President of the Cheltenham Branch, John H. Walker, F. 
B. Goold, and President Rulon S. Wells; in the afternoon Herbert Horsley, 
W. M. Purrington, J. W. McMarrin ; and in the evening, James C. Poulton, 
J. W. MoMurrin and President Rulon S. Wells. 5 

forthe: seven: mouths wee 
read as follows: Number of Seventies 10; Elders 15; Priests 1; Deacons 
1; members 98; total officers and members 125. Number of baptisms 8; 
conireantions 6 children blessed 86. Number of tracts distributed 22,07; 
in-door meetings 129; open-air meetings 9; Gospel conversations 203; 
books sold 6; books loaned’ 127; ‘books: given away 0985, houses visited 
administrations 21. 
n Elder Rulon S. Wells as President, and Joseph W. MeMurrin 
and Edwin F. Parry as his Counselors, were sustained as the Presidency of 


<= 
‘ . 
2 
8 
— 
< 
* 
3 
be 
* 
« 
os 
77 
a 
—. 
é 
> 
— 
— 
* 
‘wa 
« 
q 3 
— — 


522 LATTER-DAY. SAINTS’. MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the European Mission; W. C. Burgon was sustained as the President of 
the Cheltenham Conference, and the Traveling Elders were sustained, to 
labor in their respective distriots as follows: Albert Collard, William T. 
Noall and John Amor, in the Bristol distriot; Samuel Banford and William 
M. Purrington, in the Bath district; A. B. Kempton and Thomas England, 
in the Stroud district; William C. Betteridge and Peter LeCheminant, in 
the Cheltenham district; William Howell, President of the. Cheltenham 
Branch. 
On Monday, August 3, at 10 a. m., a Priesthood bald. 16 
Regent Street, Cheltenham, where 2 valuable council was given by 
Rulon S. Wells and Jos. W. MoMurrin of the European Mission; sien: by 
the visiting Elders. — 

In the evening a pleasant time was spent in singing and reciting, re- 
freshments were handed around during the evening. 

Sunday, August 2, will long be remembered ted the Saints who wore in 
avtebdhines; as a day of spiritual feasting. 

C. Clerk of Conference. 


— 
¥ 


Broughton Road, — Sunday, Angus 1206. Meeting were “held 
at 10:30 a. m., and at 2:20 and 6 pm. ij 

There were present from Zion, President Rulon 8. Wells and his coun- 
selors, Jos. W. MoMurrin and Edwin F. Parry of the European Mission; 
A. B. Gall President of the Sheffield Conference; Albert Morris and Elias 
M. Jones Traveling Elders in the London Conference; Jos. F. Russon and 
B. R. Brough Traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference; B. R. 
Birchall and wife, of Nephi, Utah; Pres. S. the. 
ing Elders in the Manchester Conferenie. 

The speakers of the day were: at — e Peon, Bi. 
| Crosby, Albert Morris, Jos. Nelson, J. H. Booth, A. B. Call, Jos. W. 
MeMurrin, A. M. Wilde and B. R. Brough; at the afternoon meeting, E. 
F. Parry and Pres: Rulon 8. Wells; at the evening meeting, G. H. Brad- 
shaw, Jos. W. McMurrin, Pres. Rulon S. Wells and Pres. S. O. Crosby. 

During the afternoon meeting a statistioal report of the traveling Elders’ 
labors Lap the past six months ending July 31, 1896, was read as follows: 
High Priests 1; Seventies 12; Elders 19; Prieste 14; Teachers 8; Deacons 
2 members 200; total officers and members 251. Tracte distributed 
20,636; houses visited 8,479; books loaned and given away 905; Gaspel 
conversations 1, 181; out- door meetings 65; in- door meetings 382; Sunday 
school sessions 41. Baptisms 13; confirmations 13; emigrated. over r 
year old 2; under eight years 2; received 1; children blessed 1. 

unanimously. Elder Rulon S. Wells as President, and. Joseph W. 1 
and Edwin F. Parry as his Counselors, were sustained as the Presiden 
the European Mission; Elder S. O. Crosby was austained as Presi 
„ the Traveling Eden were sustained to 
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labor in their districts as follows: Henry Hughes and John H. Moss, in the 
Heywood. district; Jos. Nelson and Jos. S. Broadbent, in the Oldham 
district; A. M. Wilde and J. H. Davies, in the Tyldesley district; J. E. 
Booth and W. R. Rostrum, in the Bolton distriot; Thos. Greenhalgh and 
Geo. H. . Wm. Salt and Jas. M. Cook, 
in the Ohis worth distriot. 

Refreshments were served by shecaisite,in the hall adjoining the menting 
room; and altogether a spirit of brotherly love and kindness and unity 
existed during the conference, and much praise is due the Saints for their 
efforts to make it a success. All left the conference feeling well paid. nnd 
thankful to God for the spiritual feast enjoyed. 

35 Union Street, Ard wick, and gave a report of their labors, and listened 
to the advice given them by Pres. Rulon S. Welle and his Counselors, J. 
W. Crosby and other visiting Elders, 

Henry Hvueuess, Clerk of. Conference. 


— 


“FUNERAL OF. ‘APOSTLE ABRAHAM H. CANNON. 


|HoaGLAND Cannon, one of the Twelve. Apostles of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was born March 12, 1859, and 
died July 19, 1896, at Salt Lake City, Utah. The following letter received 
from — the funeral 


Ln Uran Jun 26, 
R. Wars: 


Dear Brother To- day the Saints a duty 
them in the death of Elder Abraham Hoagland Cannon, the youngest 
member of the council of Apostles, which sorrowful event took place a 
week ago, and of which you have been informed. The past week truly 
has been one of sadness in Israel over the departure of one upon whom the 
people looked with confidence and love, and whom they regarded a few 
weeks ago as in the full health of vigorous manhood, capable and faithful 
in performing every. trust, and having before him every promise of a 
glorious future as a great and a good man acting in the holy calling of an 
Apostle of the Lord Jesus, divinely commissioned as were they who associ- 
ated with Christ during His personal. ministry on earth. But the decree 
has come that hie labors in mortality should cease, and we bow to the will 
of our Father who doeth all things well. 

It might ba needless. to nay auglit to you of the lovable nature of Brother 
Abraham, since from your close association with him you have full knowl- 
edge thereof; but in the poignant sorrow that attends his loss, and which 
we ean not fully realize as yet, it is sometimes a relief to give expression 
to the feeling that fills the heart. In my own association with him 
extending over a personal acquaintance since we were very small boys, our 
relations have been of the friendliest character, in which nothing of an 
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principle that love begets love for it was by his manifestation of pure 
love for others that he gained the affection of all. He was so persistent 
in attending to his duties and so constantly at his post that many of 
us believed him to be over-working. On several occasions 1 spoke to 
him on this subject, and but a short time ago expressed my views in plainness 
to him. He smilingly replied that there was much to do, but he had laid 
aside some of his burdens and did not think: he was over-loaded; and he 
added, “I must work while it is to do; I haven’t time to be idle“ I have 
since thought how like his remark was that of his loved Master who as a 
child replied to His mother on one occasion: Wist ye not I must be 
about my Father’s business?” The words were so characteristic of Brother 
Abraham, ‘so ready and willing to work, so eager to comply erer 7“ 
will in all things. 

At the funeral to-day the great Tabernacle was . to ite etihoet 
pay, and many thousands, unable to gain admission to the building, 
lined the broad streets from the Temple block almost to the cemetery on 
the hill above the city, to view the long funeral cortege as it passed along. 
Almost the entire population of the city were out, with thousands from 
outside of town and many from different parts of Utah and adjoi 
States; and the feeling of bereavement and sorrow pervaded the — 
multitude, young and old, as they bade farewell in mortality to a loved 
brother and friend, whose life had been pure and upright and who was 
known to have kept sacredly every trust reposed in him. The Saints were 
not the only ones with saddened hearts, for very many who have not cast 
their lot with the Church bowed their heads in sorrow over one whose 
virtues and integrity they had known and admired in the ‘course of his 
blameless life. 

Within the Tabernacle, which tind bien bebe for che funeral after the 
usual custom of the Saints, the decorations of white and flowers covered the 
great organ and all the pulpits and stands. There was not a sign of any- 
thing that indicated gloom, but all was suggestive of the peace, the love, 
and the divine hope and faith which come of the assurance of life eternal 
in the Father’s presence. The beautiful white draperies were arranged in 
most tasteful designs; there was a rich profusion of plants in bloom, of 
palm trees, oleanders, evergreens, and ornamental shrubs; around the 
elegant white casket there were masses of floral tributes of the most 
exquisite design and workmanship, contributed by friends and organiza- 
tions he had been associated with; and on the front of the great organ 
was placed a life-size bust vortenit bt the deceased. Altogether, the decor 
ations in the Tabernacle were the most beautiful and elaborate I have ever 
seen in that building; and their effect was of the most peaceful and gentle 
character. 

accompanied by the First Presidency and Apostles as pall bearers and by the 
family and intimate friends, was moved from his residence. The remains 
bad not been exposed to public view, as is the custom (to us indelicate) in 

many places in the world; but from I1 a. m., to 12 noon the family and 
intimate friends had been permitted to take a laat look at the beloved 
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dead. It eran jtiab iet when the cortege entered the Tabernacle, and 
the casket was placed on the platform in front of the lower stand. In the 
front, to the right of the centre aisle, seats were occupied by the family 
and immediate relatives; to the left of the aisle the mayor and city council, 
Sunday School. Union board, officers of business organizations with which 
the deceased had been associated, and employes, of the Deseret News and 
Juventle Instructor offices (with which he was intimately connected) occu- 
pied reserved seats. The rest of. the vast building, gallery and all, was 
crowded to ite utmost capacity, many being unable to gain admission. On 
the stands were the First Presidency (except President George Q. Cannon, 
father of the deceased, who sat with the family,) the members of the 
Council of Apostles (except President Lund who is with you in Europe,) 
members of the Council of Seventies at home, the Presiding Bishopric, 
Presidents of Stakes, and others. - 

The singing by soloists and by the Tabernacle choir was of the hymn, 
“The Resurrection Day,” I know that my Redeemer liveth,” from “The 
Messiah,” the hymn, “O My Father," and the hymn, “When thy soul is 
sad and weary, seek relief in prayer.” The opening prayer was offered by 
_ Apostle Franklin P. neee the benediction by Apostle Brigham 
Young. 

The remarks: of the ele were of the most consoling, interesting aid 
instructive character, President Lorenzo Snow of the Council of Apostles 
bearing an impressive testimony to the worth of the deceased. The next 
speaker. was President Wilford Woodruff, whose words were filled with 
tenderness, love, and prophecy. President Joseph F. Smith made the 
closing remarks, telling of the exalted character of the deceased, and bear- 
ing a powerful testimony to the calling and appointment, by the word 
and authority of God, of Elder Abraham H. Cannon to the position he 

After these simple yet deeply impressive services, the fined cortege, 
far more than a mile in length, wended its way to the cemetery, reaching 
there at 6 p.m. There, thousands gathered around the grave, the a 
vpith its sacred contents was lowered, “Rest, rest, for the weary soul,” 
sung, and Apostle Francis M. Lyman offered the dedicatory prayer, — 
mitting the grave and its contents to the care of the Almighty until He 
should: raise through the resurrection the body therein venitained. Then 
the grave was closed, and the assemblage slowly dispersed. | 

In this hour of great affliction, may the Lord ideale: esi: aint 
President George Q. Cannon, who is called to part with a son of sterling 
worth, on whom he has been able to rely with perfect confidence. It isa 
very great loss to President Cannon, who bears it with that con:posure 
and patience so characteristic of him as a man of God. May the Lord 
also console and bless, as He alone can, the grief-stricken family, the 
sorrowing brothers and sisters, and all the relatives and friends to whom 
Brother Abraham’s departure comes as a sad, sudden and severe blow; 
and may He sanctify this trial to the good of all those called to bear it. 
There is not in this occasion the sad hopelessness regarding the future 
that must come to those who know not the Gospel of Christ Jesus. This 
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very event we call death is the opening to a brighter sphere, and in the 
case of Apostle Abraham H. Cannon we know that his reward of glory is 
assured. He has fought the good fight, he has kept the faith, he has been 
faithful in those things entrusted to his care, and his reward is in the 
- mansions of the Father, prepared by the Savior in whose footsteps agua 
and whose word he obeyed. 3 
Give my n Land if he is yet with you; to 
Brother McMurrin, Brother Parry, and to the Elders and Saints, my 
associations with many of whom in the British Isles I cherish with affec- 
tionate remembrance; and may the Lord bless and eee = ; 
Your brother in the Gospel, | 
H. ANDERSON. 


THE HOLY SEPULCHRE. 


Ly an old wall, 3 as a rock, there ieee ee narrow 
and low, and by a series of descending steps we come upon a place over- 
hung by high, sombre walls in front of the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre. 
Here it is customary to uncover, as soon as the Holy Sepulchre comes into 
view.. People pass there bareheaded, even when simply crossing it to con- 
tinue the route through Jerusalem. It is crowded with poor men and 
~ women, praying pilgrims and vendors of crosses.and chaplets who spread 
out their wares upon the venerable and worn flags. Among the pave- 
ments and among the steps appear here and there the socles, still embedded, 
of columns which formerly supported basilicas that were razed long ago 
at periods hard, if not impossible, to fix. All is a heap of ruins in the 
city which has undergone twenty sieges, which every fanaticism has 
sacked. The high walls, whose stones of a reddish brown form the sides 
of the place, are convents or chapels. One might fancy that they were 
fortresses. In the background, higher and more sombre than all, stands 
the broken and worn mass which forms the facade of the Holy Sepulchre, 
and has all the appearance of irregularities of a great rock. It has two 
enormous porticos of the twelfth century, bordered by ornaments strange 
and archaic. One is walled up, and the other, wide open, leaves in vier 
in the obscurity of the interior thousands of little flames. Chants, cries 
and discordant lamentations, lugubrious to the ear, 0 from this * 
ing, mingled. with the odor of incense. : 
On entering we find ourselves in a sort of mag 
nificent depths where innumerable lamps are burning. Turkish guards, 
armed as if for a massacre, occupy the entrance. Seated like sovereigns 
on a large divan, they look with scorn upon the passing adorers of this 
place, which, from their point of view, is the disgrace of Mohammedan 
Jerusalem, and which the ferocious among them never hesitate to call el 
Komamah (filth). Oh, that unexpected and never-to-be-forgotten i impres- 
sion which one receives on entering there for the first time! Here is a 
labyrinth of dark sanctuaries of all periods and of all aspects, communi- 
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cating by bays and porticos, superb colonnades, little doors, and openings 
like the entrances to caverns. Some are elevated like high tribunes, where 
we notice in obscure corners groups of women wearing long veils; others, 
underground, where we brush against spectres along the sides of the black 
and damp rock; and all this is a sort of half night, except here and there 
great rays of light, which intensify the neighboring obscurity, the whole 
infinitely starred by the little flames of golden and silver Jamps which 
descend in thousands from the vault. And everywhere we find crowds 
moving along, or standing grouped according to their nationalities around 
the tabernacles. 

Psalmodies, lamentations, and. joyous: chants fill the high vaults and 
vibrate in the sepulchral sonorities below—the nasal melopwia of the 
Greeks, broken. by the shouts of the Kopts—and in all these voices there 
is an intermingling of grief and prayers, blending the discords in a man- 
ner indeseribably strange, and sounding like the great wail of humanity, 
the last cry of its distress in the presence of death. The rotunda with a 
high cupola, into which we first enter and from which we can imagine the 
obscure chaos of the other sanctuaries is occupied in the centre by a grand 
kiosk of marble of semi-barbarous beauty and loaded with silver lamps. 
It encloses the stone of the sepulchre. All around this holy kiosk the 
crowd gathers or remains stationary. On one side there are hundreds of 
moujiks and matouchkas kneeling upon the flags. On the other are the 
women of Jerusalem standing upright and wearing long, white veils. One 
would take them to be antique virgins in this dreamy penumbra. Further 
on we find Abyssinians and Arabs prostrated, with their foreheads on the 
flags; Turks with drawn sabres, and people of all communions and of all 


languages. 

One the Holy 
ee which is the very heart of this mass of basilicas and chapels. 
Processions pass on in single file, each individual bowing his head. The 
entrance is through a little marble door carved and ornamented. The 
sepulchre is within, encased in marble, upon which. there are innumerable 
icons and lamps of gold. At the same time with me there passed a Russian | 
soldier and a poor old woman in rags and an oriental woman dressed in 
garments of brocade. All kissed the covering of the tomb and wept. 
Others followed them; indeed there is an eternal procession of pilgrims, 
touching and moistening with their tears those very same stones. | 
altars of all the different faiths are so thoroughly mixed here that priests 
and “processions go astray. They force their way through the crowd, 
carrying censers, and preceded by soldiers in arms, who strike the sonor- 
ous flags with the endsof theirhalberds. “Room there!” Here come the 
Latins, that pass like a golden chasuble. “One side!” Leading his flock 
here comes the bishop of the Syrians with along, white beard. Then come 
the Greeks still wearing Byzantine ornaments, or Abyssinians with their - 
dark faces. They march on in their sumptuous vestments preceded by 
children carrying censers and the crowd makes way for them. Accom- 
panying this human tide there is a kind of continuous rumbling, the 
incessant sound of psalmodies and little bells. Atlanta Journal. : 
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